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Since the beginning of January, President Ernesto Zedillo's administration and the Zapatista
National Liberation Army (Ejercito Zapatista de Liberacion Nacional, EZLN) have maintained
an uneasy truce, following an informal commitment by both sides to consider a return to the
negotiating table. The possibility of negotiations first became a reality in late December, when
Zedillo agreed to include the independent National Mediation Committee (Comite Nacional de
Intermediacion, CONAI) in any mediation efforts. EZLN leaders, in statements to the press in early
December, had said the Zapatistas would not agree to any talks unless CONAI was assigned a
leading role in negotiations. CONAI, a nine-member commission of private citizens, was formed
by Bishop Samuel Ruiz of San Cristobal de las Casas. In addition to CONAI, a special 14-member
commission that includes legislators from the four parties represented in the Mexican legislature
will participate in any peace negotiations.
The official commission, which will work closely with Interior Secretary Esteban Moctezuma, is
led by Senators Luis H. Alvarez of the National Action Party (PAN) and Heberto Castillo of the
Democratic Revolution Party (PRD). According to political analysts, the EZLN decision to consider
negotiations with the government also followed the Zedillo administration's decision to include
some form of agrarian reform in any negotiations. As a sign of its commitment to this issue, the
government distributed 26,000 hectares of land to peasants in Chiapas in December.
The EZLN's agreement to consider negotiations followed two tense weeks in late December, when
a renewal of fighting between the Zapatistas and the Mexican army appeared very possible. The
tensions first flared up on Dec. 19, when Zapatista fighters snuck past the Army to take over 38
villages in Chiapas. In response to the renewed Zapatista activity, the Army on Dec. 22 deployed
troops to the area in order to block access to the territory held by the EZLN.
On Dec. 30, after Zedillo announced the decision to accept CONAI's mediation role, both sides
said they had agreed to withdraw their troops to positions held before Dec. 19. In statements to
the press that day, EZLN chief spokesman Subcommander Marcos pledged a full suspension of
military activity until at least Jan. 6, including all attacks on government forces, blockades of roads,
and obstruction of communications. Marcos explained that the truce was also a gesture of support
to Bishop Ruiz, who on Dec. 20 had started a "fast for peace" to protest the resumption of military
activity by both the EZLN and the federal army. Ruiz ended his fast on Jan. 3. Three days later, on
Jan. 6, the EZLN extended the truce for another six days to Jan. 12.
Despite the recent calm in Chiapas, the rebels said in their statement that they are seeking "real
signs, not only declarations, that show the will of the federal Mexican government to dialogue and
peace." Marcos told reporters the government will first have to resolve post-electoral disputes
in Chiapas, Tabasco, and Veracruz states before the EZLN agrees to formal peace negotiations.
The opposition Democratic Revolution Party (PRD) has accused the governing Institutional
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Revolutionary Party (PRI) of committing massive fraud to win the gubernatorial races in Chiapas
in August and Tabasco in November and some municipal races in Veracruz, also in November
(see SourceMex, 12/14/94). Meantime, in a statement to reporters, Bishop Ruiz called for the two
sides to seek a "consistent and lasting" truce in order to lay the groundwork for a resumption of
peace negotiations. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 12/23/94, 12/27-30/94, 01/02/95; Associated
Press, 01/02/95; Excelsior, 01/03/95; United Press International, Reuter, 01/07/95; Notimex, 01/01/95,
01/02/95, 01/07/95, 01/08/95; Associated Press, 01/08/95; El Nacional, 01/09/95)
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